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conviction that their relation to one another and their relation1
to the soil have been so clearly determined that it is no longer
safe to indulge in law suits with hopes of harassing the judge
and the defendants,, the law courts will afford relief without
becoming partisans of either one party or the other. We must
no longer grant judicial decrees for the possession of fictitious
property and of property which it is almost impossible to identify,
If Bengal has been saved from the rough manipulation of the
revenue collectors, it has been ridden over rough shod by the
civil judges who have laboured so assiduously to confound rights
and prolong litigation. Some of these evils to which the
judicial officers have been led in their mistaken zeal for re-
dressing fancied evil have passed all remedy, but interests still
unimpaired may be protected by the adoption of the means
which, we have cursorily suggested.

We should not be so short-sighted as to withhold the means
for restoring peace to one of the richest provinces of the
empire under the conviction that our connexion with the land
has been severed by the Permanent Settlement, and that by the
redemption of public revenue it would still fuither be estranged.
Such a policy, if it ever was earnestly conceived, betrays a want
of power to distinguish between the duties of a government,
and the duties inseparable from the exploded system of universal
landlordism. We do not for a moment doubt that land will gra-
dually pass out of the immediate control of Government; but
are the people to have no part in governing themselves, in pre-
serving the public peace, or in providing for public safety ? If not,
then let us abandon the attempt to amalgamate two distinct
duties in the vain hope of destroying the evil which is com-
mon, to both. Whether as governors of the country or
universal landlord, public peace is our first and most im-
portant charge and public disorder the danger of both the
government and the public.

Thus, we advocate the redemption of land revenue wherever the
Perpetual Settlement has obtained, and the Permanent whenever
the periodical settlement has worked with success; we would
further propose that Government should not permit any land to
be held immediately by any tenure less certain than a tenancy
of fifteen years, and with the aid of a light assessment it will
not be necessary to repeat the experiment before the country
Is prepared for the only system of land government which ha&
worked with success*